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of course was obliged loyally to back up its position. Jus-
serand, on the other hand, sympathized absolutely with the
general French indignation with Germany, but felt that
it was better to yield so far as the conference was con-
cerned, if it could be done honorably, rather than have a
war.

I saw Sir Mortimer on the matter, but could get very little
out of him. He was bitter about Germany, and so far as
he represented the British Government it would appear
that tliey -were anxious to see Germany humiliated by
France's refusal to enter a conference, and that they were
quite willing to face the possibility of war under such cir-
cumstances. I did not think this showed much valor on
their part, although from their point of view it was saga-
cious, as of course in such a war, where the British and
French, fleets would be united, the German fleet could have
done absolutely nothing; while on land, where Germany
was so powerful, it would be France alone that would stand,
and would have to stand, the brunt of the battle. I desired
to do anything I legitimately could for France; because I
like France, and I thought her in this instance to be in the
right; but I did not intend to take any position which I
would not be willing at all costs to maintain.

On June 5th you telegraphed from London that Lans-
downe had asked for an indication of my views on the
Morocco situation, and stated that he regarded the pro-
posal of joint action of the powers represented in Morocco
as unfortunate, and as possibly planned to embarrass
France. About the same time White cabled from Borne
that tlie Italian Government evidently feared the confer-
ence was inevitable unless France was able otherwise to
pacify Germany's susceptibilities, but that the British Am-
bassador felt sure that there would be no conference.

I suppose I need hardly say that the English, French and
Italian representatives all strenuously denied the state-
ments as to the propositions which Germany said their
nations had made to her as regards her sphere of interest
in Morocco, etc. I did not regard the various matters in